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Eagle Fountains
Spearman Sculpture
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Buckingham Fountain
Comfort Station
Concession
President’s Court, North
Art on the Farm, Urban Growers Collective
Grove #4
Lincoln Statue
President’s Court, South
Rose Garden
Spoke Rooms
Tiffany Garden

DuSable Harbor
Comfort Station
DuSable Harbor Building
Columbia Yacht Club
Monroe Harbor
Chicago Yacht Club
Comfort Station
Queen’s Landing
Temporary Art Work Location (Magma Mark di Suvero)

8th Street Fountain
Logan Memorial 
Formal Garden, South                       
Rosenberg Fountain 
Formal Garden, North               
Spirit of Music Garden 
Sir George Solti Bust            
          

Field Museum                            
The Great Ivy Lawn
Shedd Aquarium
Man with Fish Fountain
JBPD-LSD Underpass              
Temporary Art Work Location (Chicago Horizon Pavilion)

Art Institute
Lions
Stanley McCormick Memorial Court
South Garden (Dan Kiley)
Modern Wing (Renzo Piano)
Chicago Stock Exchange Arch
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Butler Field
Petrillo Music Shell
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Maggie Daley Park
BP Pedestrian Bridge
Maggie Daley Field House
Millennium Park
Peanut Park
Cancer Survivor’s Garden

Agora
Arvey Field
Columbus Statue
Comfort Station
Dog Park
Lower Hutchinson
Maintenance Yard
Museum Campus / 11th Street Bridge
Skate Park
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Montgomery Ward Bust
Columbus Drive Underpass / Aqua Interlude & Reflection
Harrison Street Bridge
Van Buren Street Bridge
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Hello :-)
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HOUSE KEEPING
This meeting is being recorded

All attendees will be muted
Use the Q&A function to submit questions

Questions will be answered during the Q&A session 
Share your thoughts in the Zoom Polls

GROUND RULES
Participate

	 Listen for understanding
	 Respect all opinions
	 Equal right to speak
	 Be mindful of time
	 Focus on the project at hand

Chicago’s
Front Yard
Reimagined
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Chicago’s
Front Yard
Reimagined
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WELCOME POLL
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Team Lead, Project 
Management, Architecture, 

Planning, Community 
Engagement

Landscape / Historic Landscape 
Architecture, Planning and Urban 

Design

Historic Architecture / Historic 
Landscape Advisor, Restoration 

And Preservation

Civil Engineering Site DesignSustainability, Community 
Engagement

Community Engagement

Kari Berg: Project Manager
Maria Pellot: Lead Architect
Dom Hart: Project Architect
Indra Urbaez: Scribe

Michiel De Houwer: Preservation Architect

Kelsey Taylor: Civil Engineer
Fitsum Hailu: Civil  Engineer

Sherelle Withers: Public Engagement MC

Alicia Ponce: Public Engagement
Antonio Sierra: Public Engagement
Laura Nuñez: Technology
Nicole Ginard: Scribe

Terry Berkbuegler: Landscape Architect
Doug Pettay: Landscape Architect

GRANT PARK FRAMEWORK PLAN DESIGN TEAM
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Why are WE here ?
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AGENDA
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1.	   Inform:  We will provide an overview of the Engagement 
process.

2.	 Educate:  We will inform the Public of the history and context 
of the Project. We will also inform the Public of what we heard 
from the Stakeholders.

3.	 Engage:  We will introduce or re-introduce Grant Park to the 
Public and begin to get their input on Grant Park.

4.	 Build a relationship:  We will provide information on the next 
steps and opportunities for deeper engagement and listening. 

5.	 Capture your questions and provide answers as time allows.
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GOALS
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FRAMEWORK PLAN OVERALL SCHEDULE

PHASE 1 Site Verification & Program Analysis

PHASE 2 Public Engagement

PHASE 3 Design & Plan Development

PHASE 4 Final Framework Plan & Report Document

MARCH 2022 - JUNE 2022

JULY 2022 - JULY 2023

JANUARY 2023 - AUGUST 2023

SEPTEMBER 2023 - DECEMBER 2023
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LET’S TAKE THE 
PRE-ASSESSMENT POLL

Chicago’s
Front Yard
Reimagined
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FORMAL GARDENS

BIKE PATH

PEANUT PARK TENNIS

MICHIGAN AVE AT FORMAL GARDENS

COLUMBUS STATUE

PROMENADE AT LOGAN MEMORIAL

MUSEUM CAMPUS UNDERPASS

LOWER HUTCHINSON

VIEW TO BUTLER FIELD AT JACKSON

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
NEW STUDENT CONVOCATION

Are YOU Familiar with?
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TEMPORARY MAINTENANCE YARD

VIEW TO MAGGIE DALEY AT JACKSON

UPPER HUTCHINSON

LAKEFRONT

BIKE PATH

COLUMBUS UNDERPASS
RAIL LINES

SOUTHEAST SPOKE ROOM

VIEW TO MILLENNIUM PARK FROM BUTLER FIELD

TEMPORARY 
MAINTENANCE YARD
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HARRISON STREET BRIDGE

LOLLA AT LOWER HUTCHINSON

LOGAN MEMORIAL LAWN

SKATE PARK

MONROE & READING CONES

COLUMBUS DRIVE

8TH STREET FOUNTAIN

QUEEN’S LANDING

SLEDDING ON THE LOGAN 
MEMORIAL HILL

Image source: Flickr
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PROMENADE AT FORMAL GARDEN

QUEEN’S LANDING

ARVEY FIELD

GROVE 4

CANCER SURVIVORS GARDEN

JACKSON & COLUMBUS

SHEDD AQUARIUM 
ENTRY

MUSEUM CAMPUS KIOSKS

HORIZON PAVILION

LAKEFRONT AT BALBO

SPIRIT OF MUSIC GARDEN

Image source: TimeOut Chicago
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VIEW TO BUCKINGHAM FOUNTAIN FROM 
QUEEN’S LANDING

DUSABLE HARBOR AT RIVER

AGORA

DOG PARK

DUSABLE HARBOR BUILDING

LINCOLN STATUE

SHEDD OVERLOOK

SHEDD AQUARIUM

FIELD MUSEUM ENTRY

FOUNTAIN TABLE CONCESSION

WARD BUST AT 11TH 
STREET BRIDGE

THE SKATING RIBBON 
IN MAGGIE DALEY PARK

BUTLER FIELD  AT MONROE & COLUMBUS

Image source: Chicago Tribune

Public Meeting #1  |  January 11, 2023   |  14 



The PROCESS

 Describe the community outreach process and schedule, input mechanisms, etc.

Discuss goals, objectives, issues and generate big picture ideas 
with the Focus Committee Group A.

Discuss goals, objectives, issues and generate big picture ideas 
with the Focus Committee Group B.

Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #5 - Presentation

Chicago’s Front Yard Reimagined 
An Update to the Grant Park Framework Plan

In-person - 2 Hours - 9/20/2022

Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Public Engagement and Design + Plan Development

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #4 - Review/Update

Overall Public Meeting #7 - Review/Update

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #2
Listening Group A

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #3
Listening Group B

Virtual - 1.5 Hours Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Virtual - 1 to 1.5 Hours
Overall Public Meeting #1 - Kick O�

Listening/Informational
Meeting A

Preservation + Landscape-themed
Community Meeting

Public Meeting #2

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours 

Listening/Informational
Meeting B 

Recreation-themed

Listening/Informational
Meeting C

Events-themed
Community Meeting

Listening/Informational
Meeting D

Mobility-themed
Community Meeting

Listening/Informational
Meeting E

Safety + Logistics-themed
Community Meeting

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours

Overall Public Meeting #8 - Presentation

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours

Presentation to update the attendees on the process to date and 
deliver the Final Concept Design.

Review/Update to update the attendees on the process to date, discuss collected community 
feedback and present concept design options.

Presentation to update the attendees on the process to date and determine Selected Concept Design Option.

Review/Update to update the attendees on the process to date, discuss collected
 community feedback and present concept design options. 

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours In-person - 2 to 3 Hours In-person - 2 to 3 Hours 

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #1 - Kick O�

Public Meeting #3 Public Meeting #4 Public Meeting #5 Public Meeting #6

10/19/202210/17/2022

Open House

#5

#6

Public Meeting #3
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Columbia College Chicago, 
1104 S. Wabash

In-Person - 2 hours - 2/8/2023

Public Meeting #1
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Chicago Cultural Center-
Preston Bradley Hall

In-Person - 2 hours - 1/24/2023

Public Meeting #2
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Art Institute of Chicago-Ryan 
Learning Center-Modern Wing
Entrance at 159 East Monroe

In-Person - 2 hours 2/2/2023
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What WE heard

Emphasis on Chicago Park District planned annual 
temporary occurrences of civic and/ 
or cultural interest in Grant Park which are 
typically open to the public but may restrict  
the public’s use of the park (Summer Dance, 
Movies in the Park, Taste of Chicago, Sueños, 
Chicago Marathon, and Lollapalooza, etc.)

Emphasis on traveling to and from Grant Park 
(pedestrian movement, vehicular movement and 
parking, mobility and accessibility, CTA, trolleys, 
bicycles, scooters, etc.)

Emphasis on movement around and within Grant 
Park which facilitates the safe and confident 
use by the general public and event organizers 
(lighting, emergency stations, signage and 
wayfinding, layout, restroom facilities, etc.)

Emphasis on local Chicago Park District activities 
programming (softball and pickleball leagues, 
tennis, tournaments, soccer, Frisbee, skating, 
chess, etc.) and general use (seating and barbeque 
grilling, etc.) in Grant Park

Emphasis on Capital Improvements for permanent 
or temporary physical structures, historical 
elements and  plantings in Grant Park (statues, 
gardens, fountains, pathways, buildings, etc.)

Recreation

Events

Mobility

Safety + Logistics
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Preservation + Landscape
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•	 BEAUTIFICATION - Make the park attractive through 
preservation and landscaping, including maintenance 
of the iconic trees.

•	 DESTINATION – continue to improve the lakefront as 
a destination for all to enjoy.

•	 ACCESS - Make accessibility accommodations to the 
historic elements, as possible. 

•	 COMFORT - Incorporate seating throughout 
•	 PROTECT - Create paved surfaces for event staging 

in lieu of damaging sport areas.
•	 UPDATE - Consider removing, improving or replacing 

aging infrastructure such as the CPD maintenance 
facilities, Harrison Street pedestrian bridge, Van 
Buren Street Metra Station and Petrillo Bandshell.

•	 EQUITY - Accommodations for all surrounding 
residents should be made including a playground to 
the south and a dog park to the north.

•	 CONNECT - Improve the connection between Grant 
Park and the Museum Campus, and re-evaluate the 
opportunity to build a lid over tracks.

PRESERVATION & LANDSCAPE
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Share your thoughts 
on modifying historic 

elements to provide access 
for all?

Improving shade 
and seating around 

Buckingham fountain to 
create more pleasant 

experience

It could be timely to revisit 
the Idea of a bridge to cross 
over Lake Shore Drive. One 
option would be extending 

the plaza at the plaza level by 
lowering lake shore drive, and 
then terracing down into the 

lakefront.

Keeping in mind that the 
park is registered in the 

national registry. You’ll have 
to research what elements 
of the park you are actually 

allowed to modify.

Better signage 
throughout the park, 
especially for people 

getting there from 
the Metra station, the 

Parking Garage, or even 

Addressing how LSD is 
currently what separates 
grant park from the lake. 

Anytime tourists or visitors 
want to get to the lake, then 
lake shore drive becomes the 

obstacle to cross.

Making areas that are not ADA 
compliant within the park more 
accessible so that everyone can 
experience the parks features. 
(8th st fountain, Lincoln Statue, 

Harrison Bridge)

With all the priorities in 
Grant Park, is crossing Lake 

Shore Drive the priority? 
Maybe looking at past 

reports will help identify 
what’s most important.
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•	 UTILIZATION - Concentrate on Programming that 
fully utilizes designated spaces. 

•	 ADJUST - Adjust to current demands – for 
example, pickle ball and soccer versus softball.

•	 FLEXIBILITY - Design flexible recreation spaces 
with comfort stations and facilities – for example 
Food Truck or Farmers Market spaces versus 
permanent community gardens.

•	 INTEGRATE - Museums should be more integrated 
into Grant Park through programs like Park 
Voyagers.

•	 ACTIVATE - Consider children’s activity areas next 
to the Skate Park and along the Museum Campus 
pathway. 

•	 INTERGENERATIONAL - Create more safe and 
effective spaces to accommodate activities that 
cater to Seniors, help children get involved with 
public art, and encourage visitors of all ages from 
outside of the immediate area. 

RECREATION
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How can flexible spaces 
better accommodate 
recreation options?

Basketball hoops should 
be added. 6 tennis 

courts are not being 
utilized for primary 

purpose.

Most activities are in the 
North-end of the park. 

The South end of the park 
should become like central 

park in the city of New 
York.  (Trees, grass, bushes 

The baseball fields 
are empty 90-95% 

of the time in lower 
Hutchinson and upper 

Hutchinson.

Art Institute take over 
tracks.

Temporary 
Programming versus 

permanent.

Better permanent 
staging areas in Butler 

Field.Depends on the activity. 
Add backboard at 

courts.
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EVENTS

• FAVORITES - Events attended include movies,
free concerts, Summer Dance, Switch-On Summer,
the Chicago Marathon, and Lollapalooza, among
others.

• UNITE – Events of all types, especially those small
to moderate in size and duration, give face to
the city, draw people to the park, and have the
potential to unify Chicagoans and visitors, and
activate businesses.

• IMPACT - With some exception, most events
are successfully accommodated with negligible
limitations to public use and minimal time required
for park ground recovery.

• ACCESS - Aside from excluding or limiting
the more impactful events, improvements to
infrastructure and organization might facilitate
more access to the park, before, during and after
these events.

• ACCOMMODATIONS – Suggestions for
improvements for events included dedicated
staging areas, a system of secondary / service
vehicle circulation (golf carts), infrastructure for
temporary stages, barricade beautification.

• VALUES - Shared values included minimizing
restricted access to the park, keeping the park
beautiful during events, “leaving no trace” and
respecting neighboring residents, businesses, and
institutions.
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What physical 
accommodations would 

make events more 
sustainable, long-term?

Hosting events that 
are not as harmful to 

the park.

The events should not 
be able to be held in 

spots where people pay 
for programming (ex. 
soccer fields, softball, 

etc.)

Grant Park does not 
currently have the physical 
infrastructure to support 

these large events. If 
they are going to be 

accommodated then it 
should be in areas not in 

Discussing staging so 
that large portions of 

the park aren’t blocked 
off during events and to 
coordinate equipment, 

cleanup, etc

Implementing a formal 
process where there 

can be input on logistics 
of future events that 

impact Grant Park and 
its stakeholders

A spot where all the event 
equipment goes so it’s not 

trashing the park in the 
process. This could help 

prevent the damage that is 
currently being done every-

time there’s an event.

Adjacent dedicated park 
lands that would be for 
events. How McCormick 
does with their parking 
lots. Looking at other 

potential venues for events 
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MOBILITY

•	 ARRIVAL – Access to Grant Park is extensive 
via public (Metra, the L and bus) and private 
transport. 

•	 LIMITATIONS - Once visitors reach the park, 
movement is mostly via bikes and walking which 
can limit access and exploration for certain 
groups such as families and seniors.

•	 OPPORTUNITIES - Other means of transport 
such as more Divvy stations throughout, 
people movers, designated golf carts and free 
shuttles paths were suggested (cost and liability 
implications were mentioned).

•	 INFORMATION - QR codes, maps and better 
signage were suggested to encourage 
exploration, as it can be difficult to find one’s way 
around within the park.

•	 ACCESS - Some parts of the park are not ADA 
accessible, and ramps should be provided.

•	 CONFLICTS – Problematic intersections where 
pedestrian and traffic conflict (such as the front 
and rear of the Buckingham Fountain and access 
to the lakefront), could be better managed with 
speed tables, raised medians, pedestrian bridges 
/ underpasses, and better signalization.

•	 PRIORITIES – Prioritizing pedestrians by 
occasionally or permanently closing Columbus 
Drive was suggested.

More flexibility will help 
museums.

Free Transportation 
service that runs in the 

wintertime.

Improving paths(potholes) 
so that they stay 

accessible. Sidewalks are 
damaged by large events 
and their equipment but 

are not being repaired

Clearing up confusion 
with lights, traffic 

signals and signs to 
improve safety.

Creating mid-block 
crosswalks so that there 

are spots to rest (as 
needed).

Signage should be 
improved within the 
park. Mobility within 

the park is as important 
as mobility to get to 

the park.

Elevators in areas with 
level changes.

How can the park be 
more inclusive for 

visitors with physical 
disabilities or limited 

mobility?

Public Meeting #1  |  January 11, 2023   |  20 



SAFETY & LOGISTICS
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What physical 
improvements can help 
improve the safety and 

welfare of visitors?

Challenges of Metra 
tracks stair Van Buren 

Station.

Find data associated with the 
Bridges that need repair. How 

does Metra and CDOT see 
these bridges? Not all of them 
are Metra bridges. Part of the 
issue is if they are Metra, city 

or Park District Bridges.

Having benches is 
important. Think deeply 

about creating places 
for everybody to utilize. 

Honor the dignity of 
all humans (Homeless 

Amenities for all. Avoid 
discrimination when 

providing/improving the 
park amenities.

Harrison Bridge is closed 
should be improved (all 

bridges should be improved) 
Permanent repaired (skin coat 
is temporary) And maintained. 

The 11th street bridge is the 
only functional bridge.

Bushes are too tall. Add 
lighting.

Monroe street bridge and 
sidewalks deteriorating should 

be repaired. To prevent 
mobility and safety issues 
for people in walkers and 

wheelchairs. Currently is a 
hazard especially the winter.

•	 EQUITY - Safety and security concerns should not 
target specific groups.

•	 SECURITY – Recommendation to improve lighting 
and wayfinding throughout. 

•	 SAFETY – Priority should be given to addressing 
traffic concerns on Columbus, LSD, and 

•	 mid-block pedestrian crossings at Balbo, Monroe 
and Jackson with solutions such as speed tables, 
striped crossings, curb extensions, limit use of 
those roads.

•	 OPPORTUNITIES - Safety improvements for 
pedestrians included the CTA staging area at 
Congress Parkway, providing designated bike 
lanes, and establishing a central location as a 
safety / lost area (such as the Maggie Daley Park 
Fieldhouse).
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 Describe the community outreach process and schedule, input mechanisms, etc.

Discuss goals, objectives, issues and generate big picture ideas 
with the Focus Committee Group A.

Discuss goals, objectives, issues and generate big picture ideas 
with the Focus Committee Group B.

Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #5 - Presentation

Chicago’s Front Yard Reimagined 
An Update to the Grant Park Framework Plan

In-person - 2 Hours - 9/20/2022

Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Public Engagement and Design + Plan Development

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #4 - Review/Update

Overall Public Meeting #7 - Review/Update

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #2
Listening Group A

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #3
Listening Group B

Virtual - 1.5 Hours Virtual - 1.5 Hours

Virtual - 1 to 1.5 Hours
Overall Public Meeting #1 - Kick O�

Listening/Informational
Meeting A

Preservation + Landscape-themed
Community Meeting

Public Meeting #2

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours 

Listening/Informational
Meeting B 

Recreation-themed

Listening/Informational
Meeting C

Events-themed
Community Meeting

Listening/Informational
Meeting D

Mobility-themed
Community Meeting

Listening/Informational
Meeting E

Safety + Logistics-themed
Community Meeting

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours

Overall Public Meeting #8 - Presentation

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours

Presentation to update the attendees on the process to date and 
deliver the Final Concept Design.

Review/Update to update the attendees on the process to date, discuss collected community 
feedback and present concept design options.

Presentation to update the attendees on the process to date and determine Selected Concept Design Option.

Review/Update to update the attendees on the process to date, discuss collected
 community feedback and present concept design options. 

In-person - 2 to 3 Hours In-person - 2 to 3 Hours In-person - 2 to 3 Hours 

Overall Focus/Stakeholder Committee Meeting #1 - Kick O�

Public Meeting #3 Public Meeting #4 Public Meeting #5 Public Meeting #6

10/19/202210/17/2022

Open House

#5

#6

Public Meeting #3
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Columbia College Chicago, 
1104 S. Wabash

In-Person - 2 hours - 2/8/2023

Public Meeting #1
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Chicago Cultural Center-
Preston Bradley Hall

In-Person - 2 hours - 1/24/2023

Public Meeting #2
Listening/Informational Open House 

at the Art Institute of Chicago-Ryan 
Learning Center-Modern Wing

Entrance at 159 East Monroe
In-Person - 2 hours - 2/2/2023
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What to EXPECT

Public Meeting #1  |  January 11, 2023   |  22 



These meetings will be a family 
friendly multiple station Open House 
style designed to foster in depth 
conversation on the 5 Principal Topics. 

We invite you to come prepared to 
talk with us and write your thoughts 
as we want to hear from you!

 N
E

X
T

 E
N

G
A

G
E

M
E

N
T

 M
e
e
ti

n
g

s

This is an OPEN House !
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Let’s Answer YOUR questions  
 Q

 &
 A
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ll Chicago’s
Front Yard
Reimagined

LET’S TAKE THE 
WRAP UP POLL
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Thank YOU for joining Us !

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects

 C
L
O

S
IN

G
 R

e
m

a
rk

s

Public Meeting #2
Listening/Informational Open 

House 
at the Art Institute of Chicago-Ryan 

Learning Center-Modern Wing 
Entrance at 159 East Monroe

In-Person - 2 hours - 2/2/2023
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Public Meeting #3
Listening/Informational Open 

House 
at the Columbia College Chicago, 

1104 S. Wabash
In-Person - 2 hours - 2/8/2023 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Public Meeting #1
Listening/Informational Open 

House 
at the Chicago Cultural Center-

Preston Bradley Hall
In-Person - 2 hours - 1/24/2023 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
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